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Introduction:

This past week an event was held in Times Square for the purpose of shedding all the bad memories from 2009.  Difficult relationships, financial setbacks, bad health personal disappointments were all written down and consigned to an industrial sized shedder.  The resulting confetti was then used for the New Years Eve celebration later that week.   The writer I read ended her article by saying, “Here's hoping the event helped wipe the slate clean for 2010 and made room for lots of memories that don't need shredding next year.”
In all likelihood,  you too have had difficult things to deal with this past year.  I think I could make a pretty long list of things that most of us faced in 2009. These people in Times Square chose to use a shedder to deal with them, but what about you?  How is it that you cope with hardship and setback in  your life?  Putting the name of a difficult person through a shedder doesn’t really change anything about that relationship.  We all know that January 1st does not really wipe the slate clean.  Our finances, our marriage, our children and parents and even our job are almost always exactly the same on January 1st as they were on December 31st. 
So, has God given instructions about life’s besetting trials?   If so, where in the Scripture would we find God’s prescription for 2010?  
Tomorrow we will examine God’s perspective on the coming year.  In fact, it is also God’s perspective on the passing year as well.  In God’s Word in James 1:1-8 He reveals His purposes for our daily lives in the coming days, months and years.  We will consider:
· God’s Purpose for our Lives  
· God’s Purpose for our Faith   
· God’s Purpose for our Prayers  
· God’s Purpose for our  Confidence  
James 1:1-8  James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.  2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,  8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

God’s Purpose for our Lives [1]
James 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ:  These are Words of God written under inspiration.  They are the words that The Holy Spirit wanted penned and they are breathed out of God’s being.  

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

We usually blow past these kinds of statements when we read the Scripture in order to get to the meat of the Word, but ask yourself, “who is making this statement?”  It is the half brother of Jesus.  He is Joseph and Mary’s child.  Talk about a temptation to name drop.  “James, brother of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  But no!!  In a phrase the Holy Spirit reveals the purpose of our lives from the lips of James.  They are not for us, but for Christ.  Men find their complete fulfillment in Christ and in submission to Him.  

The very first thing we hear in this epistle exalts Jesus Christ rather than men.  James is His slave, His willing servant.  And not of Christ alone, but also of the Father.  We will see in this passage four ways that Christ is exalted by His bond slaves.  The very first is our willing and full submission to Christ.  

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
There is much talk about worship and its forms.  People are concerned about the music, the preaching, the preacher, the building and so on, but no man worships God fully until he becomes His willing slave. Let me show you how much this is emphasized in the New Testament. Besides James: 
· It was true of Simeon who spent his life in the temple worshiping God. 

Luke 2:29   29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word;   

· It was true of Paul who was called to be an apostle, but preferred to be known as Christ’s slave.

Romans 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
· It was true of Jesus’ other half brother Jude, who claimed James for a brother but Jesus as His Lord.

Jude 1:1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:

· It was true of the man who received the greatest revelation of Our Glorified Lord Jesus ever given to men. 

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,

· It was even true of Christ, who so humbled Himself to become human that He too became the servant-slave of the Father. 

Philippians 2:6-8  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

You my friend were created to bear the image of God.  Sin has delivered us a serious blow, but in Christ we are being transformed again into that blessed image.  If you are a child of God He is at work in you at this very moment.  He has given His Word to instruct you.  He has sent the Spirit to enlighten you.  He sends every circumstance into your life to shape you into the image of His Son.  He is at work in you. Like wood or stone are worked by a fine craftsman…..
Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Lord’s have servant/slaves.  We are Christ’s  Christ is exalted by His Church when He is declared worthy to rule us as Lord. 
God’s Purpose for our Faith

James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Greetings:  Literally, rejoice.  You are greeted this morning with this admonition.  Rejoice.  Now God will talk about how and why.  
Consider it all joy, my brethren,: “Consider” is a stronger word than “think about.”  It means to count on it.  To suppose it to be true.  It is a command and that makes it very interesting.  This is a test of our newfound purpose to be God’s slaves.  If you have said to God, “I will, to the best of my ability, obey you and serve you” then here is a command right off the bat.   Consider your trials joy!  

You may say, “how can a trial be a joy and I will answer, “I would not know except that   The Lord of Creation is about to explain it to us.”   But He commands us first.  We would say, “show me how it can be good and joyful and then I will consider it so.”  God says, my servant slaves trust me. [This is the very definition of Faith in Christ]  Are you my servant slave?   Countless trials have been faced and overcome by simply trusting in the total goodness and love of our Savior who died for us on the Cross.  We exalt Christ as trustworthy when we count our trials joy.  
When you encounter various trials: God does not speak of an occasional difficulty here and there.   “Encounter” means to fall into something, like a lake or quick sand.  It engulfs you and is all around you.  “Various trials” describes events of life that test our character and resolve.  Do you have any of those?  It might be sickness, interpersonal relationships or finances.  It might be worry over someone dear to you. 
Galatians 4:14 and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.
The testing of your faith produces endurance:  “Testing” is a delightful word that  does not imply here what we often conclude.  We think God is testing us to see if we are strong enough.  If we fail the test then we get His ire or rebuke.  If we pass then we are rewarded in some way.  How do we know this is wrong?
Because God already knows everything.  He knows how strong or weak you are.  He knows what you know or don’t know and He already knows whether you will pass or fail.  It is ridiculous for someone who knows God to think that God is testing us to find out something.  
God is not testing you to find out what you will do.  He is testing you so that you will find out what He will do.
This word for testing is one that describes testing something to find out that it will perform exactly in the way it is advertised.  If Christ is Lord of the Church and the God of Creation then He can be trusted to care for His servants. But How will we be sure?  Life puts strain on us that reveals our confidence is well placed in Him alone.  
“Your faith” is your confidence in Christ as your Lord.  It is not your doctrine.  If that were the case we are all severely in trouble.  I could ask you 10 questions to prove how little you know about God and the Scripture.  The only reason I would be able to answer more than 2 or 3 of them would be because I looked them up before I gave them to you.  

Faith equals trust and our trust is in Jesus.  
Endurance:  We have become His servant slaves.  We believe Him when He says that our trials are to be considered joy and we exalt Him as sufficient to sustain us in our trials.  We declare Him to be worthy to be served.  Worthy to be obeyed and worthy to be trusted.  His intentions for us are good and this brings us joy.  Therefore we exalt him as sufficient to sustain us in whatever difficulties we find ourselves in, in this life.  
Let endurance have its perfect result: Stay in your trial.  Continue to trust Christ in your difficulties.  Do not constantly whine about them if you believe that God is your Lord.  Whining reveals our unwillingness to be His servant slaves.  We do not want to have difficulties and we do not want to be told that it is OK.  
But, instead let it lead to its perfect result.  Perfect means complete and not sinless or without flaw.  It is like a building that is finally finished or a jigsaw that is finally complete.  It is perfect.  Jesus our Master and Lord is exalting Himself in the world and in His Church through us His servant slaves.  We need to believe Him when He says this.  He does it by being with us and caring for us through the trials of this life rather than putting us on a bed of roses.  Who would see His glorious provision for His people if they never needed anything.   What is that perfect result?
So that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing:  For you to be perfect and complete dear ones, is to be worked and shaped into the image of God.  I shutter to think of all the times I have heard or thought that this was about me.  I would be complete, I would be lacking nothing.  
But workmanship, although wondrous to behold, speaks primarily of the workman.  I have stood in front of a Rembrandt.  Beheld a Michelangelo and even seen a Monet.  Yes, they are beautiful but they say more about the workman than themselves.  They are just oil and canvas after all. A beggars tent is made from the same material.  The steps to a Florentine market are made from the same stone as The Pieta. 
The purpose of our faith [trust] is to exalt Christ as the one who is worthy to be beheld. He is the light of the world and the hope of men.  He reveals the glory of God in this world.  When we believe Him and trust Him, to shape our lives and circumstances, we exalt Christ as Lord of our own lives.  
2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
God’s Purpose of our Prayers  [5]
James 1:5  5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

But if any of you lacks wisdom:  This is a given.  We are weak and frail.  We buckle under our difficulties do not know what to do..  Wisdom here is not just knowledge.  It is way more than that.  It means skill and cleverness.  The practical way to deal with what life sends your way.   We do not have this.  Our lives leave a trail of broken promises, shattered intentions and muddled relationships.  We lack wisdom.  Life comes at you 168 hours a week and we make a lot of mistakes.  God is not just talking about occasional fiery trials, but life and all it brings.  How are we to get through in one piece?   
Let him ask of God:  Let him pray.  You should pray when you do not understand.  Pray for wisdom. Wisdom is understanding for living life and it is from God.  The purpose of our prayers is to exalt Christ as the one who has all wisdom.   We are His servant-slaves.  Our Master is restoring the image of God in us that our lives might exalt Christ and not ourselves.  He does this through the everyday difficulties of our lives.  Sometimes they are mundane, other times they are intense, but they are all for the same purpose.  
Who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him:   So let us pray and go to the source of God’s wisdom in the world.  Have you ever had God reveal a Scripture to you that you had read dozens of times before?  Have you ever heard something preached that was exactly the wisdom from God that sustained you and clarified your life?  Sure you have.  God does this all the time.  The Scripture is a closed book.  Did you know that?  Unbelievers can read it and memorize it.  They can put it in their liturgy and recite it at baptisms and funerals and it is still meaningless.  They never see Christ in it.  The Scripture’s power is unleashed by God Himself.  
1 Corinthians 2:1-16  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;  7 but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;  8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;  9 but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.

God’s Purpose of our Conviction  [6-8]
James 1:6-8   6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,  8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
But he must ask in faith without any doubting:  In the context it does not appear that this man is doubting if God will answer.  Instead He is a person who is wavering on what the answer might be.  In other words, he has not decided if he really wants to do what God says or not.  It is not just that he does not know what to do.  It is more vital than that.  He does not know who to trust.  Am I really going to just totally decide, before I even know what it says, to follow and obey God’s Word as revealed in the Scripture. He is describes as, “one who…. is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.” 
For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord:   Why?  Because he is not a servant-slave to Christ.  He is not waiting on every word of His  Master.  Instead he has reserved for himself the right to decide his own way.  God may give His opinion, but “that man” will render the ultimate decision on its validity and sufficiency.  

He is therefore “a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”  This phrase occurs only one other time in the New Testament and it is in James chapter four.  It describes a man who cannot decide between pride and humility or between Satan and God.  
James 4:6-8  6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Here it speaks of a man who reserves for himself the right to follow God.  He might pray but does so without any commitment to Obey what God shows Him to do.  God states frankly, that he will not grant him anything that he prays for.  God is powerful toward His own but refuses to be a curiosity satisfier.  If you want God to give you such care then put yourself under it fully.  Be fully dependent upon Christ.  Trust Him alone for your life.  Decide now, to obey what He reveals to you in His Word when you pray.  AND, please pray much.  
CONCLUSION

It is the first Sunday of the year.  But, in truth it is exactly like the last Sunday of the year.  God is not bound by time.  He created time.  All events are under His watchful care.  Your life is His project.  

Romans 8:28-29   28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 

Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

Ask for a verdict:  Your life has purpose because God infused it with purpose.  He who created you also created the purpose for you.  Men have searched for the meaning and purpose of life for millenniums while it was revealed by his creator all along.  Man’s purpose is to Exalt God His Creator.  It is our sin that tells us that this is not true and so men will go their own way and search in every other corner of the universe.  Christ is exalted as worthy to be served and worthy to be trusted.  He is exalted as the giver of all wisdom for men and finally He is exalted as the one who leads His children safely through this life.  
Answer this Questions:  Who is He to you?  When you call Him Lord does that mean that you have, like James surrendered the right to rule your own life to Him?  When you pray are you supremely confident that His Word can guide you through this life.  When He speaks do you listen with an undivided heart?  
Psalm 34:17-19  17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears And delivers them out of all their troubles.  18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit.  19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
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